

ADOPTED 2/14/17


Introduced by Council Member Morgan and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Crescimbeni, Carter, Hazouri and R. Gaffney: 

RESOLUTION 2017-74-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMEMORATING THE LIFE AND MOURNING THE PASSING OF GLEN MITCHELL; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Glen Mitchell, a native of Memphis, Tennessee, was educated through the public school system, and graduated from Treadwell High School in 1958. He attended Louisiana State University and earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Landscape Architecture in 1966. Glen Mitchell married his best friend, the late Margaret Montagnino, with whom he shared 53 years of marriage. From this happy union, the Mitchell’s had four children: Glenna, Melissa, Jeff and Greg; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Mitchell began his professional career as a landscape architect in Memphis, Tennessee before relocating to Florida in 1968. In 1980, he established R. Glen Mitchell & Associates – Land Planners/Landscape Architects in Jacksonville until his retirement in 2011. During this time, Mr. Mitchell and his family faced a senseless tragedy, in 1993, which took the life of his first-born son, Jeff, a promising honors freshman at Terry Parker High School in a robbery attempt outside the school’s library. Glen and Margaret redirected their grief into serving disadvantaged youth, promoting education and the prevention of violence with the establishment of the Jeff Mitchell Foundation in 1996. Due to the couple’s tireless efforts, Unity Plaza was constructed in the courtyard at Terry Parker as a memorial for children lost to violence. Annually, the foundation hosts a candlelight vigil and remembrance program to honor young victims. Additionally, Mr. Mitchell was instrumental in establishing Compassionate Families in 1998 as a non-profit organization dedicated to assisting the families and friends of homicide victims. Due to his commitment to make a difference to those who suffer, Compassionate Families has helped thousands of family and friends with crisis intervention services, peer support/counseling, assistance with victim compensation, court escort services, education, and criminal justice support; and

WHEREAS, Glen Mitchell, a champion victim advocate, was extremely active, highly appreciated and respected by public officials, community leaders, and countless other people whose lives he touched through his compassion and support. He served on various boards and committees, including but not limited to, the Mayor’s Victim Assistance Advisory Council, YWCA Week Without Violence Committee, State Attorney’s Office Violence Impact Panels, Jacksonville Partnerships for Preventing Violence, and Arlington YMCA Board of Management. His awards and accomplishments range from national, regional, and local awards of excellence and innovation for his professional works in land planning and landscape architecture to the Liberty Bell Award presented by the Jacksonville Bar Association, a Special Community Service Award presented by the State Attorney’s Office, 4th Judicial Circuit, the Jacksonville Jaguars Community Quarterback Award 2004, and many more; and 


WHEREAS, Mr. Mitchell never knew a stranger because he was committed to people. This was evident based on his favorite quote, which was hand-written by his father, Jefferson George Mitchell, who gave him his first watch after graduating high school. The note read, “take the time to make friends, make the time to keep friends”; now therefore

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby commemorates the life and mourns the passing of Mr. Glen Mitchell and extends to his family and many friends its deepest condolences. Glen Mitchell was a kind and honorable man and his absence will be keenly felt by all who knew him. 

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Yvonne P. Mitchell, City Council Research
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